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COMMENT
—Serbia

Serbia, a country of fruit

BELGRADE—Thanks to growing investments in hi-
tech orchards and logistical infrastructure, Serbia’s
modernised fruit sector is on the rise and seeing a

rapid increase in the production of different berry

varieties, as well as apples.

ood and agriculture, and especially

fruit, are a strong part of Serbian tra-

dition and the Serbian identity. The

country is blessed with a diversity

of naturally tasting fruit, growing in
a sunny climate and unspoiled soil, and it produces a
total of approximately 1.5m tonnes of fruit a year.

Historically, the fruit by which Serbia first made its
name was plums, with the first exports taking place in
1820. Not surprisingly, Serbia is still one of the top plum-
producing countries in the world. Although exports of
fresh, premium plums are on the rise, most of it is used
for producing a strong high-quality brandy known as
Sljivovica, a national drink. In recent years, the coun-
try has been making inroads in other sectors of fruit
production, causing a rapid shift from traditional to
modern agriculture.

The total area of fruit production in Serbia is nearly
190,000ha, with 20 per cent going to berry plantations,
a segment that has become a leading category in value
and volume exports in the past ten years. This growth is
evident in the increasing land utilised for berry cultiva-
tion: in 2013, Serbia had 17,629ha of berry farms; by 2020
this had risen to 38,000ha. Serbia is famous for its black-
berries, strawberries and currants, but raspberries still

OCTOBER 2020 - EUROFRUIT MAGAZINE

dominate with more than 25000ha
and 128,971 tonnes produced in 2020,
making Serbia one of the leading
raspberry-producing countries in
the world.

In addition to raspberries, blue-
berry farms also registered notice-
able growth in the past five years. At
present, total blueberry production
is estimated to be more than 2,500ha.
However, whereas raspberry pro-
duction sites are of a relatively small
size, blueberry production is made
up of large, intensive farms with
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modern technologies. With young
orchards coming to full capacity, Ser-
bia's annual output is growing fast,
and modern coldstorage sites can be
seen all over the country.

Apple production is also seeing
a rapid increase. With production

ABOVE—Serbia is famous for its
blackberries and strawberries
BELOW—Blueberry acreage has grown
significantly in the last five years
OPPOSITE PAGE—Serbia remains one of
the world's leading raspberry producers

of almost 500,000 tonnes of apples,
Serbia is one of the leading produc-
ers in south-east Europe. In the past
decade, parallel with the invest-
ments in intensive fruit production,
there was a major increase in fruit
storage capacities with ULO and
DCA atmosphere, with total storage
capacity for fruit now standing at
600,000-650,000 tonnes.

With its substantial production
volume and the fact that Serbias
fruit industry is one of the lead-
ing sectors of the Serbian economy,
integration with EU and global mar-
kets is the logical next step. With
support from USAID's Competitive
Economy Project, which recognised
the importance of industry consol-
idation and branding and market-
ing at the international level, this
important step is also being made.

As a result of the cooperation of

the Project and the agency Agro-

The platform will assist the Serbian
fruit industry to improve interna-
tional recognition through brand-

ing, marketing and promotional

explore and discover the most

prominent Serbian fruit-producing
and exporting companies, and find

reliable, long-term partners — all in

brand, this month the promotional activities. Most importantly, it will one place.
and export platform named Serbia allow international buyers to
Does Fruit will be launched online.
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SERBIA
DOES
FRUIT

Discover tasty fruit from Serbia

With 8% of global production, Serbia is home to world-
famous raspberries, Europe's leading source of blackberries,
fourth biggest producer of plums in the world and one of
the biggest apple producers in Southeast Europe.
As for the blueberries, they simply enjoy the
country’s perfect climate, with modern orchards
quickly spreading across the country.

www.serbiadoesfruit.com

info@serbiadoesfruit.com

: "FOR HIGH QUALITY FRUIT,
GOOD BUSINESS AND STRONG PARTNERSHIPS




